
 
 

 

 
 
  

MA in Chinese  
with TEACHING CREDENTIAL Pathway 
San Francisco State University 
 

Charles H. Egan 易彻理 (Ph.D., Princeton University)  
Classical Chinese literature and culture, with research specializations in Classical 
Chinese poetry, medieval China studies, Buddhism, garden studies, and orality-
literacy studies  
 
Chris Wen-chao Li 李文肇 (D.Phil., Oxford University)  
Language change, Mandarin phonology, language standardization, translation 
theory, romanization systems, history of Mandarin  
 
Frederik H. Green 葛浩德 (Ph.D., Yale University)  
Republican period literature, post-war Hong Kong literature and film, Sino-
Japanese relations, and post-socialist Chinese cinema  
 
Yang Xiao-Desai 萧旸 (Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Manoa) 
Second language acquisition; heritage language education; language teacher 
education; language learning and technology 



 
 

 

 

 Chinese Program at SFSU 
 In order to meet the growing demand for Chinese-English bilingual education in California 

and across the United States, the Chinese Program at San Francisco State University 
(SFSU) has partnered with the Graduate College of Education to create a pathway for 
students to obtain a Masters Degree in Chinese followed by a California Teaching 
Credential.  

 The Chinese Program at SFSU, founded in 1956, is among the oldest Chinese language 
programs in the United States and consistently ranks among the top public universities 
Chinese language programs in the country. The Program offers bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in Chinese. It also hosts several federal-funded programs, including the Chinese 
Flagship Program and the Strategic Language Initiative Translation-Interpretation 
Certificate Program.  

 The University is located in the city of San Francisco, close to U.C. Berkeley, Stanford 
University, and Silicon Valley. Graduates of the Chinese Program have found employment 
in K-16 schools, government institutions, educational technology enterprises, news media, 
and the publishing industry. Many have entered doctoral programs across the country. 
 

 Three Pathway Options (see Appendix A) 

 MA in Chinese (30 units, 2-5 semesters, depending on the number of transferring units and whether 
full-time or part time), OR 

 MA in Chinese  
(2 semesters)  + Multiple-subject credential with bilingual authorization (2 or 3 semesters), 

OR  

 MA in Chinese  
(2 semesters) + Single-subject credential (World Language) (2 semesters) 

 English requirements 
 GRE is not required. 
 TOEFL: 550 (80), or 
 IELTS: overall band score 6.5, or 
 PTE: academic overall score 59, or 
 Duolingo: 120 
 TOEFL is waived for applicants 

with a bachelor's or master's 
degree from a U.S. institution. 

 Tuition / expenses (see Appendix B)  
 In state: ~$8000/year 
 Out of state or international students: ~ 

$13,000/year 
 Estimated annual living expenses: ~ 

$20,000/year 
 A few scholarships are available from the 

university and the Chinese program.  

 
 Professional experience and career outlook 

 Opportunity to serve as teaching assistant in the Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures and tutors for the Chinese Flagship Program.  

 MA graduates can apply for Ph.D./Ed.D. programs across the country, or seek teaching 
opportunities in colleges or private K-12 schools. 

 A teaching credential allows graduates to teach in public K-12 schools.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pathway articulation 

 Upon approval of the Chinese Program and Graduate Studies, candidates for the M.A. in Chinese 
can transfer up to 9 units from eligible graduate courses taken at other universities. 

 At least 6 units are recognized by both M.A. and credential programs. 
 Students who take the credential pathway need to pass the C-BEST and C-SET exams during the 

first semester of the M.A. in Chinese phase.  
 The Chinese program will assist students in obtaining a social security number and 45 hours of 

early field experience, both of which are required to enter the credential program.  
 
 Rolling admission 

 Fall semester: rolling admission through August 15 
 Spring semester: rolling admission through January 1 
 International students should consider the time needed to obtain a visa, and apply early. 

 

 Application information and links:  
 MA in Chinese Q & A: 

https://mll.sfsu.edu/chinese-program-
faqs  
 

 

 APPLY via California State University：
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/graduate 
 

 
 

Relevant links 
 California State University: https://www.calstate.edu/  
 San Francisco State University: https://www.sfsu.edu/  
 Office of International Program at SFSU: https://oip.sfsu.edu/ 
 Department of Modern Languages & Literatures: https://mll.sfsu.edu/  
 Chinese Flagship Program at SFSU: https://flagship.sfsu.edu/  
 Chinese Program at SFSU: https://mll.sfsu.edu/chinese-program 

 

  



 
 

 

Appendix A: Pathway roadmaps 

 
 
Appendix B: Tuition 

 


